

Please edit the sample letter to suit your circumstances	       Your Company headed paper or contact address. 
Delete as appropriate.                                                                                  Remember to include an email and telephone  
                                    contact direct to you.

Local MP’s Name
Address
[You can find your local MP here: https://members.parliament.uk/constituencies/
The entry will tell you which address to write to, email contact address and how to address the MP in writing]


Date: 

Dear Name of MP

I  work within the business events, accommodation and meetings sector which sits within the remit of DCMS, and contributes £31.2billion to the overall £70billion UK events sector.

Whilst government has now stated that meetings for up to 30 attendees can take place at permitted hotels and venues, and that we can tentatively plan for larger indoor events  to take place from 1 October, this is still not going to prevent the devastating swathes of redundancies we are seeing across our sector.  

Our businesses are all trying to get to grips with anomalies such as wedding receptions for 30 being allowed  and yet no private banqueting for corporate customers,  as well as reassuring corporate and public sector clients that subject to government allowing events and exhibitions to take place, that these can be operated safely and effectively under Covid-19 measures.  

As a duty of care to employees and in response to their own financial pressures, many major corporate clients have put in place policies which forbid corporate travel and meetings until at least the end of this year, if not longer, and this too will impact all businesses which book, manage and host business events accommodation and meetings, as well as all B2B suppliers who specialise in this area. 

Other than the Job Retention Scheme many of the grants and financial concessions put in place by government have not been made available to these businesses and we are now not only losing our workforce but are in danger of losing our livelihoods.

We ask for your support for urgent action on the following points which are vital to the survival of our business and our industry.

· The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme has been an essential lifeline for us and all employers in our sector to retain highly skilled staff. We need CONTINUED targeted financial support for businesses in our sector which have had no income for over 4 months.  
· Provide PAYE payment holidays to all staff employed within the business events, accommodation and meetings sector
· Immediately make it clear to local authorities that, as part of the supply chain, the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant is available to our sector. Remove the £51,000 eligibility limit depending on regional variances. For companies located in London or major cities, this blanket ceiling across the UK is unfair.
· Press MHCLG to provide specific guidance to local authorities which recognises suppliers in our sector as being eligible for rates relief. 
· Support us in developing a Standard Industry Classification Code for the events industry which will provide us with an identity and recognition for our contribution to the economy




												         /cont …





We are members of/supported by HBAA (Hotel Bookings Agents Association, company registration number 03442834),  a trade body whose UK based agency and venue members work in the specialised area of managing and operating corporate and public sector events, meetings and accommodation bookings.

There is no question that our sector was one of the first to be impacted by the lockdown and will certainly be one of the last to recover. These are unprecedented and difficult times, and we appreciate the landscape is changing rapidly. However, if we do not get more financial support from the Government we will not exist. 
											
I am asking for your help to raise these issues in debates, letters, live questions as we need your voice to help us raise this issue. Please represent our local concerns at a national level and to the Chancellor as he considers his Autumn Financial Statement.

Many of our businesses in the business events accommodation and meetings sector have been forgotten, yet we are vital to the recovery of ALL industries and collectively add an enormous contribution and value to the UK economy.

I look forward to your response.

[bookmark: _Hlk41479612]Yours sincerely 



(Name)
(Job title)

Add all or any of the following 
CC: 	
· Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP - Chancellor.  Contact details here
· Rt Hon Alok Sharma - Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. Contact details here
· Nigel Huddleston MP- Assistant Government Whip and Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Minister for Sport, Tourism and Heritage),Contact details can be found here
